Size of variables in mandibular movements in autopsy material.
Autopsy was performed on the right temporomandibular joint in eleven individuals with a mean age of 71 years. Standard positions indicative for protrusion, laterotrusive border movement and posterior opening movement were photographed in the sagittal plane. Size of movements of the disc and condylar head were recorded, as well as movements of a reference point in the mental region. The slope of the anterior discal movement was estimated and mandibular rotation during posterior opening was registered. Centre of rotation during the hinge movement was in all cases located to the craniodorsal part of the condylar head. Attempt to construct centres of rotation in the eminence and condylar head for the horizontal movements was in vain. The discussion deals with the influence of the specific kind of material on the results and the possible systematic differences to clinical material.